A comparative study of esophageal and anorectal motility in myotonic dystrophy.
Myotonic dystrophy may be associated with visceral abnormalities involving smooth muscle, the pathogenesis of which is not clear. Our aim was to evaluate the involvement of smooth and striated muscles at both ends of the gastrointestinal tract. Esophageal and anorectal manometric studies were performed in 13 patients and healthy controls. There was a correlation between: (1) the resting pressure in the upper esophageal sphincter and in the lower anal canal, (2) the amplitude and the coordination of contraction primary waves in the proximal and in the distal esophagus, and (3) the resting pressure in the higher anal canal and in the lower one. These results suggest that both ends of the gastrointestinal tract are disturbed in a similar fashion, both quantitatively and qualitatively and that there is a relationship between smooth and striated visceral muscle involvement in myotonic dystrophy.